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Iii retaining this ancient custom, the Mosaic Lavr
modified the former strictness thereof by permitting
escape from that obligation, which under certain circum-
stances might be onerous and even repugnant, The
surviving brother could refuse to marry that widow, but
had to submit to the ceremony of Chalitsa, which was
of a somewhat stigmatizing character. The ceremony
described in Deut. xxv. 7-10, consisted in this, that after
the surviving brother had declared before the court his
unwillingness to marry the widow, she was directed to
loose his shoe from off his foot, spitting before his face
and saying : " So shall it be done unto that man that
will not build up his brother's house." (x)

This formality having been performed, the widow was
at liberty to marry a stranger.

The law concerning the levirate marriage and the act
of Chalitza is very minutely elaborated in the Talmud
and in the Rabbinical Codes. (2)

A divergence of opinion is expressed in the Talmud,
as well as among the post-Talmudic authorities, as to

cated in the Talmud Yebamoth, 176: frCttm *6n n!?rC2 D12\ It must
also be stated here that, according to Talmudic interpretation (ibid, p,
24a), the provision of the levirate law "that the first-born which she
beareth shall succeed to the name of the deceased brother " (Deut.
xxv. 6) is not to be taken literally as if the first child born in that
marriage was to be named after its deceased uncle, but rather figura-
tively that the name of the deceased shall remain on the inheritance
which passes to the surviving brother who accepts the levirate.
<* C1) The formality of loosing the shoe was probably a symbolic ex-
pression of taking from the unwilling brother all right over the wife
and property of the deceased, while that of spitting before his face
was intended to a^ravate the disgrace conceived to attach to his con-
duct.

(2) Talm. Yebamoth;  Maimon. H, Yibbum u-Chalitza; Eben Ha*
Ezer, chapters 156-176.